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flu  ftcathen  flhinee: 


By  F.  BRET.  HARTE. 


1. 

Wmoii  I  wish  to  irimirk — 

And  my  lanj^imgc  is  plain— 
Tiiat  lor  way.s  that  ait;  dark, 

And  for  tricks  that  are  vain, 
Th(!  heathen  Chinee  is  jjecnliar, 

Whieh  the  same  I  would  rise  to  explain. 

-     2.  ,    ..    ' 

Ah  Sin  was  his  name; 

And  1  shall  not  deny, 
In  rej^ai'd  to  the  same, 

What  the  name  might  imply. 
IJiit  liis  smile  it  was  pensive  ami  chihllike, 

As  I  tVe(pient  remarked  to  JJill  Nye. 
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It  was  August  ilie  tliii  J, 

And  (luite  soft  was  the  skies  ; 
Which  it  might  ho  inferred 

Tliat  Ah  8in  Avas  likewise ; 
Yet  he  played  that  same  day  upon  William 

And  me  in  a  Avay  I  despise. 
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Which  we  haO  a  wmall  game, 

And  Ah  Sin  took  a  hand ; 
It  was  Euchre.     The  same 

He  did  not  understand  ; 
But  he  smiled  as  he  sat  by  the  table, 

With  the  smile  that  was  childlike  and  bland. 
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Yet  the  ('aids  were  stocked 

In  a  way  that  I  grieve, 
And  iiiy  feelings  were  shocked 

At  the  state  of  Nye's  sleev(!, 
Which  was  stuffed  full  of  aces  and  bowers, 

And  tlie  same  with  intent  to  deci'ive. 
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Rut  tlic  linnds  tliat  were  playod 

Ity  tlint  lii'iitlicn  Cliiiic*', 
And  tlic  pnintH  tluil  lir  iiimic 


Wcro  (jnito  frightful  to  soo — 
Till  at  luKt  ho  put  down  a  right  bowor, 
Which  the  Bamc  Nye  had  dealt  unto  mo. 


s 


'I 


Then  I  looked  up  at  Xye, 

And  he  gazed  upon  me  ; 
And  he  rose  with  a  sigh, 

And  said,  "  Can  this  be  ? 
We  are  ruined  by  Chinese  cheap  labor  "- 

And  he  went  for  that  heathen  Chinee. 
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in  the  scene  that  ensued  ''^ 

I  did  not  take  a  liand, 
But  the  floor  it  was  strewed 

Like  the  leaves  on  the  strand 
AVitli  the  cards  that  Ah  8in  had  been  hfdini? 

In  the  game  '*  lie  did  not  understand." 


V 


i 


i£^ 


■!-*: 


In  his  sli!ovi's,  which  were  lony;, 

Ha  had  twi'iity-foiiv  inidm — 
AVhich  was  coiniiij,^  it  strong, 

Yet  I  stiite  Init  the  facts  ; 
And  we  found  on  liis  nails,  wliich  were  taper, 

AVhat  is  fre(|uent  in  tapers^— that's  wax. 


Whicli  is  why  1  itMiiurk, 

And  my  liuigimgu  is  plain, 
That  lor  ways  that  are  dark, 

And  for  tricks  that  are  vain. 
The  heatlien  Chinee  is  peculiar — 

Which  the  same  I  am  free  to  maintain. 
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